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CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

 
This course examines the physical, social, and psychological effects of substance abuse.  This course includes a discussion of the 
history and classification of drugs and drug abuse and the effects of substance abuse on the criminal justice system.  

 This course is repeatable. 
 
 UNITS:            HOURS:  Lecture: 18  Laboratory:      Lecture/Lab:    Clinic/Field:        
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OBJECTIVES and LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to: 
 
1. Explain the symptoms and consequences of substance abuse 
2. Identify and categorize the types of drugs most associated with abuse. 
3. Summarize the history of drug and alcohol abuse. 
4. Characterize several treatment approaches to drug abuse. 
5. Review current research in drug abuse. 
6. Analyze the effects of drugs on the criminal justice system. 
 
 

 
COURSE OUTLINE AND SCOPE: 
 
 
1. Outline of Topics:   
 
1. Nature and history of drug and alcohol abuse 
2. Types of drugs 
3. Psychological factors 
4. Physiological factors 
5. Social and criminal factors 
6. Research in the field 
7. Treatment methods 
8. Anti-drug legislation 
9. Legalization and decriminalization of drugs  
 
  
2. Examples of Reading Assignments: 

 
None. 
 
3. Examples of Writing Assignments: 

 
Personal journaling. 
 
4. Appropriate Assignments to be completed outside of class: 
   
None. 
 
5. Appropriate Assignments that demonstrate critical thinking: 

 
None. 
 
6. Other Assignments: 
   
None. 
 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION: 
 
1. In-Class Presentations 
2. Papers 
3. Exams and Quizzes 
4. Class Participation/Discussion 
5. Journal 
6. Film/Video Response 
7. Projects 
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8. Demonstrations 
9. Group Activities 
10. Homework 
11. Interviews/Surveys 
   
 
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: 
 
1. Lecture 
2. Demonstration 
3. Videotape 
5. Group activities/projects 
6. Community Service Project 
   
 
 
TEXTS, OTHER READINGS AND MATERIALS: 
 
(List typical or required primary sources, texts, and other materials; or reference college bookstore computerized listings, etc.) 

 
Government manuals and publications.  Instructor handouts.  
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